
Birthday Response 

Thanks to all you wonderful friends for again arranging this 

latest, and I certainly hope, not the last birthday observance. 

Note that I said observance rather than celebration.... I would 

celebrate if I were deducting a year instead of adding another 
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one. 

But in many ways I'm grateful. Everyone wants to live a 

long time, but no one wants to grow old. I'm doing my best to 

bridge that awkward gap - so special thanks again for making me 

happy and feeling young. Incidentally, my all-time favorite 

standard hit is Sinatra's "Young at Heart." Old-timers will 

particularly appreciate the lyrics. It is my inspiration song, and I 
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A notably upcoming event I plan to attend as a longstanding 

alumnus is "Patriarch Day" at Michigan State University on June 

5th . It is the annual class reunion for all graduates. It is billed as 
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Birthday Response (cont.) 

an exhilarating happy event where you catch up with your former 

classmates and exchange friendly life stories. However, when it 

is the 68
th anniversary of your graduating class of 1935, the 

occasion becomes a bit sobering. When the average age of your 

classmates is 90, you face the dismal aspect of being the only 

class patriarch attending or even surviving your class reunion. 

However, my dear late wife and I had a relatively decent 

time at our soth Class Anniversary in 1985. A positive, self

serving observation was that Mary and I seemed to be in better 

shape than most of the others. Mary noticed one of my former 

attractive classmates, nudged me, and snidely remarked, "Well, 

Mary Jane doesn't look so hot." I had to reply "You have to 

admit she looked plenty hot when I was dating her." 

So much for all the past trivia, now for an update on my true 

feelings. I owe so much to all of you. I'm thankful for an 

exciting, even productive time at the FCC from age 60 to 84! I 

listened to you and was pretty good at doing what I was told! So 
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Birthday Response (cont.) 

as a result, I became the most awarded as well as the oldest SOB 

to ever graduate from the FCC. I received over 40 distinguished 

service awards, honorary degrees and even plaudits from 

congressional oversight committees .... I personally did not really 

earn them - all of you did. They were actually your awards. I 

was merely the front guy. I was blessed year after year with the 

best FCC staff in history. I owe my super-bright, loyal staff 

members for my long-term FCC career and, particularly, for 

helping to establish the prestigious James H. and Mary B. Quella 

Telecommunications Center at Michigan State University. Mary 

and I are grateful that our names will live in perpetuity at our 

beloved alma mater. 

Again, heartfelt thanks for the birthday party today and for 

adding another momentous occasion to my lifetime treasured 

memories. 

Love you all and God bless you. 
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