
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

OFFICE OF COMMISSIONER 
JAMES H. QUELLO 

James Crowther, President 
H & C Communications, Inc. 
3050 Post Oak Blvd. 
Suite 1330 
Houston, TX 77056 

Dear Jim, 

July 26, 1989 

Our mutual friend, Joel Chaseman, suggested I provide you 
with information regarding Dr. Brian Fontes, my special 
assistan~ the past five years, whom I consider superbly 
qualified for the Commission slot to be vacated by Commissioner 
Patricia Denn1s. 

Brian is highly respected in all industry circles and by the 
FCC staff. He is a former university professor -- open minded, 
knowledgeable in all phases of telecommunications regulations, 
with a practical rather than academic approach to FCC problems. 
If Commission appointments were filled by competitive 
examinations, Brian would surely be in the upper 2%! 

He is a super intelligent disciple of my rather practical 
regulatory public interest philosophy which has found a 
sufficient measure of acceptance in Congress and in the 
industries to keep me here for over 15 years. I value his 
advice and suggestions. 

Brian led the fight against UHF/land mobile sharing and won. 
He was instrumental in bringing to light the data that derailed 
attempts to reallocate broadcast spectrum to nonbroadcast 
services. His efforts in this matter have been recognized by 
broadcasters. 

At the same time he was thwarting the reallocation of 
broadcast spectrum, Brian successfully argued for developing the 
high definition television proceeding. He recommended that I 
oppose a definitive spectrum allocation plan for high definition 
television prior to the testing of the proposed system. His 
recommendation was later adopted by the High Definition Advisory 
Committee. He worked very hard to defeat the proposal that 
would have required broadcasters to buy spectrum needed for high 
definition television transmission. 
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In general policy areas, Brian has played a key role in 
formulating my position opposing the concept of negotiated 
interference rights for broadcasters. He has worked hard to 
defeat efforts to permit satellite feeds to broadcast 
translators that would result in translators competing with 
existing radio licensees. He seeks practical solutions to the 
controversial issues of must carry and channel repositioning and 
is fully aware of the devaluating effects of cable channel 
shifting on a broadcaster's rate card. Brian was one of my key 
staffers under my chairmanship on the Temporary Commission on 
Alternative Financing for Public Broadcasting which concluded 
that public broadcasters should not sell commercial advertising o 

In addition to Dr. Fontes' recognized expertise in broadcast 
matters, he is well known and respected in the mobile 
communic~tions industry. He served as a delegate to the 1987 
World Administrative radio Conference on Mobile Communications 
in Geneva. H~ is the point man in my office for new 
telecommunication technologies and he has forged new inroads for 
spectrum efficient technologies in a variety of services. He 
has been particularly diligent in assuring that Commission 
policies do not increase levels of interference to licensed 
services. He constantly presses for tougher enforcement 
policies to assure that existing licensees are not harmed by 
illegal operations. Brian knows the Commission processes, 
public policy, the industries we regulate and how to get things 
done! 

He ~s a conservative to moderate democrat who supports 
President Bush and who agrees with his policies. 

Your support and the support of Texas broadcasters could 
make a vital contribution to his becoming a Commissioner. Both 
the public and industry would be well served. 

Thanks for your interest. 
information is required. 

Please call or write if further 

NOTE. 

Sincerely, 

!~ 
J ;;les H. Quello 

Same letter sent to: 

Ward L. Huey, President/CEO 
Bela Broadcasting Corp. 
Communications Center 
Dallas, TX 75265 

James Terrell, President/COO 
Gaylord Broadcasting Co. 
P.O. Box 31365 
Dallas, TX 75231 


