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for debates suggests that audiences can tire of the format where
there are few alternatives. In fact, there may be a lesson in
the Reagan-Mondale debate in which the 1last half hour was
interrupted by a technical failure. It was reported at the time
that Reagan won the first 30 minutes, Mondale the second 30
minutes and the American public the final 30 minutes.

Well, it may be too much to expect for television to
accurately reflect how politics really works. After all, as Art
Buchwald once asked, "Have you ever seen a politician talking to
a rich person on TV?" But I suppose we have to accept the fact
that there will always be some perception-gap between television
and reality. Still, we at the Commission must continue to do our
best to assure fair treatment for all qualified significant
candidates.

I have a lot more to say about many other contentious subjects
at the FCC, in fact I have discreetly shortened some of my
written text of my speech. You see, I don’t want to risk any
comparison with General Alexander Smythe of my adopted state of
Virginia. General Smythe served in an early American Congress
along with Henry Clay. The General had a decided tendency to
speak at great length whenever the opportunity presented itself.
Speaking in his usual extended fashion before the House, General
Smythe turned to Clay and declared: "You, Sir, speak for the
present generation; but I speak for posterity." Clay replied:
"Yes and you seem resolved to speak until the arrival of your
audience."

Overall, it is a challenging time to be at the FCC or with the
telecommunication press reporting and analyzing FCC developments.
This 1s a period of revolutionary growth, contentious
developments and technological advancements in all fields of
communications -- and the best is still to come! The FCC’s
challenge will Dbe the orderly practical implementation of
advanced technology services of telecomputers, fiber optics, DBS,
DAB and HDTV. We must deal, too, with the implications of
increasing communications globalization.

The most important challenge facing the Commission in the
coming decade is to take care that our policies do not erode one
of our democracy’s most valuable institutions: universal free
over—-the-air television available to all the public. Congress
seems dedicated to this all-encompassing principle that best
serves public interest and so should all of us.

In summary, the telecommunications industries, the
communications bar and government must work together to
implement advanced technology and to maintain and increase our
communications leadership so that Americans remain the best
informed, most gainfully employed and best served people in the
world.
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