
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

OFFICE OF COMMISSIONER 
JAMES H. QUELLO 

William H. Kling, President 
Minnesota Public Radio 
45 East Seventh St. 
St. Paul, MN 55101 

Dear Bill, 

November 21, 1990 

Your gracious note and generous offer of support are 
appreciated. 

As mentioned in the favorable National Journal article, I 
plan to seek reappointment. I still have at least 70% of my 
marbles a good local norm in Washington. Also, I have 
delusions of adequacy and my physical exams are so unbelievably 
good, I'm afraid to repeat them. Often when someone in their 70s 
brags about normal blood pressure, heart, cholesterol, etc., it 
triggers some perverse and immediate terminal mechanism. I am 
not going to tempt that reaction -- it would interfere with my 
enjoyable twice weekly tennis. 

I have been informed that now, and after the first of the 
year, would be a good time to send letters to President Bush with 
copies to Chief of Staff John Sununu and Director of Presidential 
Personnel Chase Untermeyer. Addresses are enclosed. Letters or 
copies to influential Senators and Congressmen might also help. 

Fortunately, I have several influential friends who have 
volunteered to help. 

I'm enclosing copies of a few initial letters from mutual 
friend Bruce Christensen and Stan Hubbard. Also Ward Quaal is a 
longtime Republican friend (fellow Upper Peninsula Hillbilly) who 
played a vital role in my initial appointment and who volunteered 
to oversee my reappointment. Ward is also an author of several 
communications books that have been widely used as college texts. 
He is a former President of the Tribune Broadcasting and Cable 
companies and a good friend of President Jerry Ford, President 
Ron Reagan and current President Bush. It appears that I'm 
blessed with substantial support from the FCBA, NAB, USTA, 
Broadcast Pioneers, INTV, and, as you know, PBS, public 
broadcasting where I started my career at Michigan State 
Un i vers ity. 



William H. Kling 
November 21, 1990 
Page Two 

Thanks again for your staunch support and particularly for 
your longstanding friendship. 

Best, 

JaJ;:. Quello 

Enclosures 
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The Honorable George Bush 
The President of the United States 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

The Honorable John H. Sununu 
The Chief of Staff to the President 

of the United States 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Mr. Chase Unterrneyer 
Director of Presidential Personnel 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20500 



.N PERSON JAMES H. QUELlO 

FOR FCC'S QUELLO, 16 YEARS ISN'T ENOUGH 
BY MARGARET E. KRIZ 

I
n January 1974, James H. Quello was 
in the middle of a hornels' nes!. Con­
sumer groups were trying to stop his 

confirmation for a seat on the Federal 
Communications Commission (FCC), ar­
guing that Quello, who was than general 
manager of a major Detroit radio stat.ion. 
should not be aJlowed to regulate hjs own 
industry. 

But QueI/o. a native of Laurium. Mich., 
and a graduate of Mjchigan State Univer­
sity, was backed by a number of congres­
sional powerhouses from Michigan: the 
state's two Senators. Democrat Philip A. 
Hart and Republican Robert P. Griffin. 
the Minority Whip and, in the House, 
Republican Gerald R. Ford. then the Mi­
nority Leader, and Democrat John D. 
Dinge1l, with whom Quello has continued 
to have a close relationship. Af1er eight 
days of heated Senate hearings, Quello 
was approved; he's remained at the FCC 
ever since. 

Now 76, Quello-who in July played a 
key role in mediating internal FCC dis­
putes over a controversial cable report­
said in an interview that he'd like to be 
reappointed to the commission when his 
current term expires next June. Commu­
nications industry executives say he has 
the backing of Dingell, whose Energy and 
Commerce Committee has jurisdiction 
over the FCC, and FCC chairman Alfred 
C. Sikes. Originally appointed by Presi­
dent Nixon, QueUo, a Democrat, was 
twice reappointed by President Reagan. 

In his 16 years on the FCC, the com­
mission and the nation's telecommunica­
tions industries have undergone radical 
changes. "At the time, televi ion and ra­
dio were responsible for, I'd say, 80 per 
cent of the FCC controversy," he said. 
Today, issues surrounding the growth of 
the cable and telephone industries some­
times eclipse broadcast. (See this issue, p. 
2068.) 

Throughout the shift, Quello has been 
an advocate of free local television and 
radio broadcasting. "The big problem is 
how to reconcile the fact that broadcast­
ers are supposed to serve local public in­
terests with advanced technology like the 
fiber optics in the telcphone industry or 
direct-broadcast sateUites in the cable in­
dustry," he said. 

R ichard E. Wiley, who was the FCC's 
chairman when Quello was first ap­
pointed and is now a Washington tele-

communications lawyer, said QueUo "was 
the person who was our compas on how 
things really worked in the broadcast in­
dustry." 

Those ties to the industry also gave 
Quello "a built-in predisposition for the 
broadcast industry," according to Ste­
phen R. Elfros, president of the Commu­
nity Antenna Television Association , a 
Fairfax (Va.) cable industry trade group. 
HIfthere was an issue on which the broad­
casters wanted the commission to act with 
regard to cable, they could count on Jim 
Quello to argue their point of view." 

But a former FCC staff member argued 
that Quello sides with the pUblic, not with 
the broadcast companies. 'Throughout 
all the years of deregulation and reregula. 
lion, Jim Quello has been the cllampion of 
the public-intere t model for regulat ing 
broadca ting," said David L Donovan, 
vice president of legal and legislative af· 
fairs fo r Washingt.on's Associa tion of In­
dependent Television Stati ons , who 
served on Quello's staff for three years. 
"It goes down to his underlying belief that 
broadcasters are public trustees and hold 
a special responsibi lity." 

Toward that end , QueUo has champi· 
oned regulations requiring cable compa­
nies to carry local broadcast televi ion 
channels and has been a strong supporter 
of public television . Qucllo also supports 
allowing the seven regional Bell operating 
companies to be com mOil carrier for ca­
ble television ervice, bUI not to be tclcvi­
sion programmers or packagers. 

Despite his controversial entrance onto 
the commission, Que1l0 has evolved into a 
consensus maker in many FCC decisions. 
"He has the ability to bring divergent 
points of view together at the FCC on 
difficult issues," National Association of 
Brolldcasters president Edward O. FrillS 
said . "Quello has been the glue that's 
made the whole thing lick through the 
years on some really difficult iss ues." 

Fritts said Quello "acted as a buffer 
between a recalcitrant Congress and an 
FCC that was under fire from the Con­
gress," when Dingell and other key Mem­
bers openly fought with Mark S. Fo\ ler 
and Dennis R . Patrick, commission chair­
men during the Reagan era . 

Indeed, some credit Quello with per-
uading congressional leaders not \ 0 op­

po e a proposal developed by Patrick that 
changed the way the FCC regulates (he 
American Telephone & Telegraph Co.' 
long-distance telephone ra tcs. 

As the FCC's elder Sl'a tesman, Quello 
has gai ned II reputation as a rambling 
lory teller. "On thing that age doe~ for 

you," Quello said. "You can teJI il the way 
it is. You don't have to hold back ." 

But Wil y said that the fo lk y de­
meanor should not be mistaken for a lack 
of substance. "Sometimes some people 
might undercstimate him because he' not 
a lawyer or something like"'!hal," Wiley 
said. '"They do that a t thei r peri l, because 
on the issues he's int erested in, he's well 
versed. and if you go to the Hill, you find 
th at he commands respect." • 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

WASHINGTON, O. C . 20515 

MATTHEW J. RINALDO 

SEVENTH DISTRICT 

NEW JERSEY November 8, 1990 

Dear Jim: 

Thank you very much for your congratulations 
on my re-election. 

I appreciate your thoughtfulness and good 
wishes. I look forward to working with you during 
the next Congress on FCC issues. 

Best personal regards. 

Honorable James Quello 
Commissioner 

Cordially, 

/. .l I' ; -_. 
/·:'·~~Cf.;("! 

MATTHEW J. RINALDO 
Member of Congress 

Federal Communications Commission 
Washington, D.C. 20554 



ALASKA 

TED STEVENS 

UNITED STATES SENATOR 

November 14, 1990 

The Honorable James H. Quello 
Commissioner 
Federal Communications Commission 
1919 M Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

Dear Jim: 

Thanks for your note of congratulations. 
Your support means a great deal to me. 

As we lQok aheaci to the neyt six' years 
and beyond, I am grateful· to have friends 
such as you on my side. 

With best wishes, 

TEVENS 

POSTAGE AFFIXED 

NOT PRINTED AT GOVERNMENT EXPENSE 



September 12, 1990 

Mr. John H. Sununu 
Chief of Staff 
The White House 

tP.> 
PBS 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Sununu: 

. .. 

Bruce L. Christen 
Preslc 

FCC Commissioner James H. Quello recently stated that he 
would welcome reappointment when his term expires next June. 
I urge you to reappoint Commissioner Quello. 

He has the complete and enthusiastic support of the public 
television community. He knows how important a 
non-commercial, education television service is to this 
nation. As chairman of the Congressional Task Force on 
Alternative Financing for Public Telecommunications, he has 
been a force for reform in a number of crucial areas in our 
industry. 

Commissioner Quello's record of federal service, his 
capacity for bipartisan cooperation, and his commitment to 
public service more than qualify him for reappointment. He 
has the experience and the integrity that will reflect 
credit to the President in making this appointment. 

A better choice simply could not be found. 

Sincerely, 

~~~ 

bee: James H. Quello 

Public Broadcasting Service 
13:!i1 Brn.jrl~ck PI<Jce Alexandna VA 22314-1098 (703;739 ~COO 
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September 20, 1990 
Dict. 9/19/90 
New York City 

The Honorable James H. Que110 
Commissioner 
Federal Communications Commission 
1919 M Street, N.W. 
Suite 802 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

My dear Jim: 

In our recent phone conversations I have commented about the 
wonderful article about you in the National Journal, and above 
all, the hand-written note saluting you from our mutual dear 
friend, the great John Dinge11. 

Jim, yesterday I was at the opening of the fall/winter season of 
the International Radio/Television Executives Society as Ai Sikes 
addressed the group. I cannot begin to tell you the number of 
persons, both those on the dais and those in the general audience, 
who remarked favorably about Ai's talk but then, with added 
emphasis, recognized you for the great piece that appeared in the 
National Journal. 

What was so very significant about these comments is that those 
who have the good fortune to know you and have more of an 
understanding of all you have contributed at the Commission made 
remarks such as "Believe me, he is the balance wheel at the 
Commission," or "Ward, he's got to be kept around," or "Never has 
there been a finer Commissioner than Jim Que110." Jim, I could 
express the opinions of many others, but I do want you to know of 
the esteem in which you are held and the fact that these same 
people are looking forward to your serving another full term and 
maybe beyond that point. 

21.11277-.9.1.9.9 
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The Honorable James H. Quello 
September 20, 1990 
Page two 

As to the article, it spoke very effectively about a great 
American and an individual who has meant so much for so long to 
the agency that plays such a major role in all phases of the 
communications industry and its service to the people of our 
nation. 

Jim, once again, our heartiest congratulations! 

Dorothy sends her love, and from both of us to the marvelous Mary! 

Very respectfully, 

/~ 
fI.J.-" 

Ward L. Quaal 

WLQ/rlc 



My dear Jim: 

\1\1 L Q 
March 19, 1990 

Dict. 3/17/90 

:...... .. ' . ; 

As you begin your sixteenth year as the finest 
Commissioner in the fifty-six year history of the 
Agency, I want to salute you for your masterful 
achievements, for your fine leadership qualities 
and for your dedication to that which you feel is 
in the public interest! 

Over these past fifteen years there have been 
many times when but one voice of reason could be 
heard in that structure on M Street. 

It is interesting to note, Jim, as each new 
Commissioner comes on line the first thing he or 
she does is seek out your guidance, while 
advising close friends and associates that .the 
respect for you is so profound the individual 
needs your guidance and your counsel. 

It is a treat to be on Capitol Hill and see 
leaders on both side of the political aisle speak 
in reverence about your service and their 
gratitude that you remain at the Commission to 
serve for years to come. 

Jim, I could write many paragraphs here, and no 
matter what I said it would be inadequate to 
express my feelings regarding your profound 
contribution over the past decade and one-half. 
You are something special in every way, and all 
persons who know you and follow your course of 
action join in that long line of admirers. 



The Honorable James H. Quello 
March 19, 1990 
Page two 

As I write to congratulate you and to express my 
gratitude for your ongoing distinguished service, 
I want to serve notice once again that I want to 
be your campaign manager for the "next term. 11 - -

Jim, Dorothy joins me in these thoughts of 
admiration and respect and sends her love. with 
both of us extending ours to the marvelous Mary. 

Very sincerely, 

IL /;~:Y 

The Honorable James H. Quello 
Commissioner 
Federal Communications Commission 
1919 M Street. N.W. 
Suite 802 
Washington, D.C. 20554 



WR£GTV 

803 Channel 3 Drive-Memphis. Tennessee 38103 

OLIN F. MORRIS 

PreSldenl and General Manager -
June 6, 1990 

The Honorable James Quello 
Commissioner 
THE FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
1919 M Street, N. W. Room 802 
Washington, D. C. 20554 

I want you ~o know, Commissioner Quello, 

A He. Yor~ TIInes Company 

what a signal honor it was for me to have lunch with you, 
Bernie Koteen, Art Goodkind and Frank Roberts a couple of 
weeks ago in Washington. Thank You! 

I have admired and appreciated you from afar for a period 
longer than your tenure at the Commission. After my close 
up meeting with you, the respect I have is even greater. I 
can not remember a more enjoyable luncheon. 

I always enjoy ·the time I get to spend with Art and Bernie. 
I know I speak for Frank, too, when I tell you that your 
presence made a good day even better. 

I wish you continued success in all that you do, and please 
know that we are appreciative of all your good work. May 
our GOD give you the wisdom of Solomon in your decision 
making processes. 

Be well, and warmest personal regards. 

Sincerely, 

THE NEW YORK TIMES BROADCASTING SERVICE, INC. 

~ 
Olin F. Morris 



Hubbard Broadcasting, Inc. 
3415 UNIVERSITY AvENUE. SAINT PAUL, MINNESOTA 55114 . ..... -;,. .. 

612-6<42-4200 

STANLEY S . HUBBARD 
President end Chief Executive Officer 

The Honorables James H. Quello 
Federal Communications Commission 
1919 M Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20554 

Dear Jim: 

September 13, 1990 

I read the wonderful article in the National Journal from 
September 1. No amount of recognition, Jim, can do justice by 
way ofrecognjring your many contributions to our country both as 
a soldier during World War II, as a broadcaster, and as an FCC 
Commissioner. I only hope, Jim. that you will be willing to be 
reappointed for at least one more tenn. You are as sharp as the day I 
first met you, and it would be a great loss to our nation should you 
decide to step down. I remember what my dear dad used to say 
about keeping an active mind and continuing to participate in the 
important events of the day. 

Congratulations and best wishes to you and Mrs. Quello. 

Warm best regards, 

Stanley S. Hubbard 

de 



-.JACK VALENTI 

March 16, 1990 
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You were so gracious, so kind 

in your introduction of me at 

Detroit Advertising Club, I must say 

"thanks." 

I know it was an imposition on 

you to fly up to present me, but I 

was truly honored by that gift of 

friendship. It was a large and 

friendly crowd, due in good part to 

your endorsement of me. 

I was impressed with the 

wealth of affection and respect the 

folks in Detroit heap on you. Any 

number of them weighed in with me 

saying warm and loving things abo~t 

you. You can be justly proud. 

Thanks, Jim. 



~illUun !i§. 'lifGom!u!b 
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MaJtch 14, 1990 

HOYI.OJta.b.te Jame.6 H. QueLe.o 
Comm,{,.6.6-toneJL 
FedeJla..l Commtmic.a.ilon.6 CorTll1l-iA.6-i.on 
1 91 9 M Stltee:t 
Wa.6hington, V.C. 20554 

VeaJz.. J -i.m: 

wluLt a. wondeJL6u.t Whu.-te! 

. ". 

• I . 

T. 

You ma.de a. ve4y .6pec.-i..a..t even-i..ng -in my Li6e even 
motte memoJta.bte wah YOM geneJLoU.6 me.6.6a.ge. 

I don't know wluLt r have done to dUeJLve a.tt 06 
.the a.ccota.du that WeJLe he.6toweci. l..a..6t n-i.ght hILt 
I c~ a.pp/tec1.a.te the 61t-i.end.6 h-i.p-ll tha.-t they 
!te6tect. 

I w-ttt neveJL 60!tge:t the ~ch-i.ga.n B!toadca.6telt.6' 
k4Ja.Itd and r will a1J.IJa.y.6 lLem beJL the .6pec.-i..a..t 
!tote you pta.yed -i..n th-i..6 .6pe moment -i..n 
my U6e. 

W . • Bltoom6-i.etd 
MembeJL 06 ConglLU.6 

.1OT~ c:Mfaiu 
;Jic. ClJ4ainun 



Michigan Association of Broadcasters 

Outstanding Michigan Citizen Award 
The 19~9ulStanding Michigan CiLizen is Commis­
'ion~es H. Quello, Ihe Senior Member of the 
Federal Communications Commission. 

Jim has been described as being a cross between 
Damon Runyon and Ihe Godfather. 

Jim was appointed 10 Ihe FCC in 1974 by 
President Nixon, was reappointed in 1981 by President 
Reagan for a shon second temJ and, again, in 1984 for a 
full seven year tenn. When President Reagan asked if 
he was willing to serve another Seven yeM tenn, Jim 
replied he was "willing if God was." 

Quello was bom in Laurium, Michigan in 191-l 
and holds a BA from Michigan State University. He is 
• decorated war veteran who saw combat with the Nimh 

IlOd 45th Infantry Division in the African and European Theaters. 
Jim Quello joined the staff of W JR in 1947 and rose through the ranks to become 

Vice President and General Manager in 1960. From 1969 until his reliremenl in 1972, 
Jim also served as Vice President with Capital Citics. 

Jim wa~ active in civic affairs and served on nwnerous boards of direclors and as an 
appointee of the Mayor and Governor to several prestigious srudy gToups and committees. 

The list of Jim's life-long credits go one and on. He has been distinguished by 
awards and honorary degrees from Michigm Statc Univenity and Northern Michigan 
University. He received the NAP1'E International President Award and Ihe Silver 
Satellite Award from the A WRT. 

Jim is CornlCJ President and Director of Ihe Michigan Association of Broadcasters 
and the ~gipalOr of the Michigan Con.£~~onal ~~~r. 

James H. Quello has clfs'i1nguishecfhirnself through hiS life-long endeavors of 
excellence and in doing so has brought honor to his home state, Michigan . 

1988 Donald B. Canham 
Athlelic Due-clor 
University of Michigan 

1987 Governor James 1. Blanchard 

1982 

1981 

Governor William D. Milliken 

John FCl2er 
WKZO 

1980 Congressman John D. Dingell 
1986 G. Mennen Williams 

Chief Justice 1979 
Michigan Supreme Court 

1985 Walter J. McCarthy, Jr. 1978 
Chainnan Chief Executive Officer 
Detroit Edison Company 1977 

1984 Philip Cadwell 
Chainnan of the Board 1976 
Ford Motor Company 

1983 Fred Meijer 
Chainnan of the Board 
Meijer. Inc . 

Coleman Young 
Mayor of Detroit 

Martha Griffiths 

W. Michael Buementhal 
Secretary of the Treasury 

President Gerald Ford 



BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 
COMMISSIONER JAMES H. QUELLO 

James H. Quello, a veteran Detroit broadcast executive, and 
the current "Dean" of the FCC, was initially sworn in as a member 
of the Federal Communications Commission in April 1974. He was 
reappointed by President Reagan in July 1981 for a short second 
term and again in May 1984 for a full seven-year term to expire 
June 30, 1991. 

Quello 
B.A. degree 
graduated in 

was born in Laur ium, Michigan, in 
from Michigan State University 
1935. 

1914 and holds a 
from which he 

During World War II, he rose from the rank of Lieutenant to 
Lieutenant Colonel and saw combat with the Ninth and 45th 
Infantry Division in Africa and the European Theater. He was 
decorated with seven campaign stars, the Bronze Star with cluster 
and the Croix de Guerre. 

Quello joined the staff of WJR, 
promotion manager and subsequently served 
affairs manager, operations manager, and 
Vice President and General Manager. 

Detroit, in 1947 as 
as program and public 
in 1960 was appointed 

In late 1964, when the station was acquired by Capital 
Cities Broadcasting Corporation, Quello became station manager of 
the corporation's WJR Division. From 1969 until he became an 
active consultant in late 1974, he was also a Capital Cities vice 
president. 

Long active in Detroit civic affairs, Quello was a member of 
the city's Housing and Urban Renewal Commission from 1951 to 1972 
and served as its president for four different terms. From 1951 
to 1974, he served on the Board of Trustees of the Michigan 
Veterans Trust Fund, having been appointed by four different 
Governors (two Republican, two Democrat). 

Quello was also a member of the Governor's Special 
Commission on Urban Problems, Governor's Special Study Committee 
on Legislative Compensation, Mayor's Committee on Human Relations 
and National Public Relations Chairman for the VFW. He has 
served as TV-Radio Chairman of the Detroit United Way, executive 
board member of the Boy Scouts of America and a member of the 
Board of the American Negro Emancipation Centennial, among other 
organizations. 

Quello is a lifetime member of the Detroit Adcraft Club and 
is also a 40 year member of the National Press ClUb. He was a 
member of the Greater Detroit Board of Commerce and the Michigan 
Chamber of Commerce and is a former president and director of the 
Michigan Association of Broadcasters. He was a member of the 
Broadcast Pioneers from 1954 to 1974 when he was appointed to the 
FCC. 



- 2 -

From 1970 to 1972, while an executive at WJR, he taught 
courses in "broadcast management" and "practicalities of 
government regulations" at the University of Detroit. 

In 1974, Commissioner Quello received the Distinguished 
Alumni Award from Michigan State University and in December, 
1975, he received an Honorary Degree of Doctor of Public Service 
from Northern Michigan University. 

In 1977, he received an Honorary Doctorate of Humanities 
from his alma mater, Michigan State University. 

In January 1985, he received the NATPE International 
President's Award which is usually presented to outstanding 
members of the industry. 

He received the prestigious Silver Satellite Award from the 
American Women in Radio and Television on June 9, 1988, at their 
national convention. 

On April 25, 1989, the Michigan Association of Broadcasters 
presented Commissioner Quello with the 1989 Outstanding Michigan 
Citizen Award. 

The Quellos now reside in Alexandria, Virginia. 


