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Study purpose
Comparative perspective
Theorizing:

* Features of media and political systems >> public messages
 Comparative system-level polarization and
centralization/fragmentation

Analyzing:

* Role of media and elite sources within systems
e Relationship to public attitudes & beliefs about COVID-19




US and UK political/media systems

Federalized system
More politically polarized
Fragmented healthcare

Deregulated commercial press
Fragmented and polarized media
Less concentrated audiences

N 74
1IN

More unitary system
Less politically polarized
Centralized healthcare (NHS)

Regulated broadcast media

Strong public service media (BBC)
Less fragmented and polarized media
More concentrated audiences




US and UK audience polarization
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US and UK audience concentration
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'It's going to disappear':
A timeline of Trump's claims
that Covid-19 will vanish

By Daniel Wolfe and Daniel Dale, CNN
Last updated October 31, 2020

In his first speech after his hospitalization for Covid-19, President
Donald Trump stood on a White House balcony on October 10 and
made a grand declaration about the coronavirus: “It's going_to
disappear. It is disappearing.”

Sean Hannity defends Fox News against claims
of coronavirus misinformation: 'I never called it
a hoax’

Hannity responds to open letter signed by 74 journalism professors
and leading journalists claiming Fox News spread false statements

Coronavirus - live US updates
Live global updates
See all our coronavirus coverage

Victoria Bekiempis in New York

Sat 4 Apr 2020 15.37 BST
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Fox News host Sean Hannity has hit back against intense criticism of the
conservative network’s coronavirus coverage, even claiming in a new
interview he was ahead of most media in taking Covid-19 seriously.
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‘You must stay at home’

® PM declares national emergency ® Meetings of more than two banned @ Fines for flouting new curbs

Francis Elliott Political Editor
Steven Swinford Deputy Poiitical Editor

Boris Johnson declared a “moment of

Britain to protect against the spread of
coronavirus.

Police will enforce new quarantine
rules under which people will be

' He spoke on
a matter of
life and death
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Theoretical expectations

More fragmented and polarized system
More fragmented and polarized messaging
Divisive role of media and elite sources — especially Trump/conservative media

COVID-19 attitudes/beliefs/intentions less aligned with scientific consensus
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Less fragmented and polarized system
More aligned or consensual messaging
Centralizing role of media and elite sources — especially BBC/NHS

COVID-19 attitudes/beliefs/intentions more aligned with scientific consensus
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Data and methods

Web-based representative surveys: US (N=2,280) and UK (N=2,000)
October—November, 2020

Independent variables

* Demographic controls

e Health- and coronavirus-related controls

* |nternet use

e Political leaning

* Media and elite source trust

» Use of media & elite sources: specific news media, politicians, CDC/NHS, doctors/experts

Dependent variables

* Worries about coronavirus

* Vaccine willingness

* Masks helping to slow spread

e Social distancing helping to slow spread

Ordinal logistic regression analyses
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Aggregate-level

Worries about COVID-19
overblown

USA i 48.6% 85.6% 88.4%
UK -19.2% 66.4% 76.6% 83.6%

% agreement with questions/statements

Vaccine willingness Masks helping Social distancing helping
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e Users of Fox News and conservative media = coronavirus worries overblown, less positive about masks
* Opposite findings for users of CNN/MSNBC and CBS/ABC/NBC

e Paying attention to Trump = coronavirus worries overblown

 Opposite findings for state governments
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* Users of NHS = high vaccine willingness, coronavirus not overblown, positive about masks
* Same strong findings for BBC
e Users of conservative media = coronavirus worries overblown
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Conclusions

* More decentralized and polarized system

* Role of divisive media and political figures: splitting public on COVID-19
e Also, key role of trust
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* More centralized system

* Strong role of public institutions — NHS and BBC aligning public on COVID-19
e Also, key role of public trust in media and institutions

 Some indication of role of conservative media
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