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It is no secret that I have long advocated full First 
Amendoent rights for the electronic media. I strongly endorse 
the thrust of this document which has many well-reasoned 
arguments and which should provoke thoughtful comments. This 
Coo~ission has an obligation to continually reexplore -- for 
both its own benefit and for the benefit of Congress -- any 
doctrine that precludes full exercise of journalistic rights by 
the electronic media. I think this is an extremely important 
initiative that the Commission has undertaken. 

I would like to add that I shall be very interested in 
reviewing the comments concerning the Commission's statutory 
authority to revise the fairness doctrine. The Commission has 
long acquiesced in the view that the 1959 amendments to the 
Communications Act did effect a codification of the doctrine, 
and I believe that the burden of proof rests on those who seek 
to change this stat u s guo. I trust that this issue will be 
addressed at le ngt h in th e comments, and I look forward to 
examining the views of legal scholars on this issue. 


