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IN PERSON JAMES H. QUELLO 

FOR FCC'S QUELLO, 16 YEARS ISN'T ENOUGH 
BY MARGARET E. KRIZ 

I
n January 1974, James H. Quello waS 
in the middle of a hornets' nest. Con
sumer groups were trying 10 stop his 

confirmation for a seat on the Federal 
Communications Commission (FCC), ar
guing that QueHo, who was than general 
manager of a major Detroit radio station, 
should not be allowed to regulate his own 
industry. 

But Quello, a native of Laurium, Mich., 
and II graduate of Michigan State Univer
sity, was backed by II number of congres
sional powerhouses from Michigan: the 
state's two Scnators, Democrat Philip A. 
Hart lind Republican Robert P. Griffin, 
the Minority Whip, and, in the House, 
RepUblican Gerald R. Ford, then the Mi
nority Leader, and Democrat John D. 
Dingell, with whom Quello has continued 
to have a close relationship. After eight 
days of heated Sen ale hearings, Quello 
was approved; he's remained at the FCC 
ever since. 

Now 76, Qucllo- who in July played a 
key role in mediating internal FCC dis
putes over a controversial cable report
said in an interview that he'd like to be 
reappointed to the commission when his 
current term expires next June. Commu
nications industry executives say he has 
the backing of Dingell, who e Energy and 
Commerce Committce has jurisdiction 
over the FCC, and FCC chairman Alfred 
C. Sikes. Originally appointed by Presi
dent Nixon, Quello, a Democrat, was 
twice reappointed by Pre ident Reagan . 

In his 16 years on the FCC, the com
mission and the nation's telecommunica
tions industries have undergone radical 
changes. "At the time, televi ion and ra
dio were responsible for, I'd say, 80 per 
cent of the FCC controversy," he said. 
lbday, issues surrounding the growth of 
the cable and telephone industries some
times eclipse broadcast. (See this issue, p. 
2068.) 

Throughout the shift, Quello has been 
an advocate of free local television and 
radi broadcasting. "The big problem is 
how to reconcile the fact that broadcast
ers afC supposed LO erve local public in
tcres ts wilh advanced technology like the 
liber optics in the telepholle industry or 
direct-bl" adca t satellites in the cable in
dustry," he said. 

Richard E. Wiley, who was the FCC's 
chairman when Quello was first ap
pointed and is now a Wa~hiJlgton tele-

communications lawyer, said Quello "was 
the person who was our compass on how 
things really worked in the broadcast in
dustry." 

Those ties to the industry also gave 
Quello "a built-in predisposition for the 
broadcast industry," according to Ste
phen R. Effros, president of the Commu
nity Antenna Television Association, a 
Fairfax (Va.) cable industry trade group. 
"If there was an issue on which the broad
casters wanted the commission to act with 
regard to cable, they could count on Jim 
Quello to argue their point of view." 

But a former FCC staff member argued 
that QuelJo sides witb the public, not wit h 
the broadcast companie . "Throughout 
all the years of deregulation and reregula
tion, Jim Quello has been the champion of 
the public-interest model for regulating 
broadcasting," said David L. Donovan, 
vice president of legal and legislative af
fair for Wa hington' Association of In
dependent Television Stations, who 
served on Quello's staff for three years. 
"11 go down to his underlying belief that 
broadcasters arc public trustees and hold 
a special responsibility." 

Toward that end. Quello ha champi
oned regulations requiring cable compa· 
nies to carry local broadcast television 
channels and has been a strong supporler 
of public television. Quello also supports 
allowing the seven regionall3ell operating 
companies 10 be common can'iers for ca
ble television service, but not to be televi
sion programmers or packagers. 

Despite his controversial entrance onto 
the commission, Quello has evolved into a 
consensus maker in many FCC decisions. 
"He has the abiUty to bring divergent 
points of view together at the FCC on 
difficult issues," National Association of 
Broadcasters president Edward O. Fritts 
said. "Quello has been the glue that's 
made the whole thing stick through the 
years on some really difficult issues." 

Fritts said Quello "acted as a buffer 
between a recalcitrant Congress and an 
FCC that was under fire from the Con
gress," when Dingell and otljer key Mem
bers openly rought with Mark S. Fowler 
and Dennis R. Patrick, commission chair
men during the Reagan era. 

Indeed, some credit QueJlo with per
suading congressional leaders not to op
pose a proposal developed by Patrick that 
changed the way the FCC regulates the 
American Telephone & Telegraph Co.' 
long-distance telephone rates. 

A the FCC's e.lder statesman. Quello 
ha gained a reputation as a rambling 
storyteller. "One thing thaI age do for 
you," Quello said. "You can tell it the way 
it is. You don't have to hold back." 

But Wiley said that the folksy de
meanor hould not be mistaken for a lack 
of substance. "Sometimes ome people 
mighl underestimate him becau e he's not 
a lawyer or something like that," Wiley 
said. "They do that at their peril. because 
on the is ues he's interested in. hc's well 
versed, and if you go to the Hill, you find 
that he commands respect." • 
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ATTACHED SENT TO THE FOLLOWING: 

Ward Quaal 
Brandt Gustavson 
John Dingell 
Congo Bill Broomfield 
Pres. Gerald Ford 
Congo Mike Oxley 

':s£>rf . D a v i d Lea c h 
Justice Antonin Scalia 
Lowry Mays 
Bob Awrey 
Duane Kell 
Editor, D.A.C. News 
Barbara J. Easterling 
Robert Allen 
Jerry Feniger 
Terry Rakolta 
Nancy Waters 
Mrs. Terry Watson 
Richard Frank 
John Kruse 
Susan Quello 
Mr. & Mrs. David Nacy 
Mr. & Mrs. Phil Ruppe 
Henry Catto 
Jerry Udwin 
Chris Coursen 
Lionel Van Deerlin 
Matthew L. Leibowitz 
A. Philip Corvo 
Preston Padden, 
Daniel B. Burke 
Tom Murphy 

Barbara Hattemer 
Bruce Christensen 
Sen. Don Riegle 
Justice Bob Griffin 
Congo Matthew Rinaldo 
Sen. Pete Wilson 
Frank Stella 
Eddie Fritts 
Judge Damon Keith 
Kathy Dawson 
J. P. McCarthy 
Col. & Mrs. A. Artwohl 
Carline Rehder 
Tom Norris 
John McLaughlin 
Karole White 
Mrs. Bob Steiman 
Jim Kennedy 
David Levy 
Gene Autry 
James M. Quello 
Mrs. Nancy McMahon 
Linda Gustitus 
Ward Huey 
Dean Burch 
Howard Kitzmiller 
Mr. & Mrs. Rick Supple 
Stanley R. Remus 
Stephen A. Weiswasser 
E. Wayne Bundy 
Diana Butler 
Peter Storer 

Erwin Bettinghaus 
Mrs. James "Betsy" 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard 
Lt. Gen. & Mrs. K. 

Bradley S. Greenberg 
Fowler 
Quello 
Cooper 

Patrick Reilly 
Dave Brugger 
Margita White 
Lee Wilson 
Marc Gunther 
Bernie Koteen 
Stanley Hubbard 
Jeff Baumann 
Jim May 
Troy Maschmeyer 
Jim Long 
Loretta Bowen 
John Connarn 
Jim Billingsley 
John Rother 
Tom Cleary 
Daren Benzi 
Michael Eisner 
Dennis Patrick 
John Kluge 
Doris McElmurry 
Ron Coleman 
Joel Chaseman 
Jim Lynagh 
Gray Collins 
Carl Lee 
Herman Land 
Barry Diller 
Jamie Kellner 
Ross Biederman 
Jimmy Launce 
David Markey 
Eugene S. Cowen 


