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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
INTER-OFFICE MEMORANDUM 

Andrew Fishel, Managing Director 

Commissioner James H. Quello 

Nomination for Gold Medal Award 

August 18, 1992 

It is with pleasure and pride that I nominate Dr. Brian Fontes 
for the prestigious FCC Gold Medal Award. 

I can think of no one at the FCC more deserving of this honor 
from every standard of measurement -- communications expertise, 
professional performance and diligent longtime service from 1978 
to 1992 to the FCC and to the office of the senior commissioner. 

/ / James H. LQuello 

Attachment 



------~ - --------------~---------~ 

Dr. Brian Fontes joined the FCC in 1978 and my staff in 
January 1985. I met Brian Fontes during the time I chaired the 
Temporary Commission on Alternative Financing for Public 
Telecommunication (TCAF) , 1981-1983. He served on a detail and 
did an exceptional job as staff director. The TCAP report was 
used by Congress as the principal source for government funding 
and support for public broadcasting. In 1984, he was detailed to 
my office to assist in my confirmation hearings. As a result of 
changes to the law allowing Commissioners to have three staff 
members, Brian joined my staff in January 1985. 

Brian is an exceptionally valuable member of my staff and 
provides me and the Commission with expert advice. Over the 
years, Brian has performed a wide range of duties in a superior 
manner. I would like to highlight a few. Most people at the 
Commission, on Capitol Hill and in the broadcast and land mobile 
industries recognize that Brian was instrumental in preventing 
reallocation of broadcast spectrum to land mobile services so 
that broadcast spectrum would be available for HDTV. He was 
instrumental in uncovering studies indicating the lack of need 
for additional land mobile services in the 800 MHz bands. Today, 
the Commission is moving forward with the development of HDTV. 

Starting before Brian arrived in my office and certainly 
continuing while serving as my assistant, he was instrumental in 
designing the policies to allow for ITFS licensees to lease 
excess channel capacity to the developing MMDS industry. This 
has been a significant step in the development of both ITFS and 
MMDS. 

Spectrum management and new technology are also Brian's strong 
suits. He was instrumental in forging the Commission's position 
on Mobile Satellite Services in preparation for the 1987 World 
Administrative Radio Conference on Mobile Communication. Brian 
was later named to the WARC delegation. In other spectrum 
matters, he has played pivotal roles in assuring competition in 
the air-ground telephone service, the implementation of digital 
technology and interoperability in the public safety services, 
the development of a national public safety plan, personal 
communication services, digital audio broadcasting, low-earth 
satellites and other spectrum management/new technology issues. 

In addition to his 1987 WARC experience, Brian also has 
performed an exemplary job in representing the FCC and the u.S. 
government in bi-lateral negotiations in preparation for the 1992 
WARC, and participation in the International Telecommunications 
Union's 1991 TELECOM in Geneva, Switzerland. The USIA has 
recruited Brian to participate in their international programs. 
Brian has participated in USIA programs in South Africa, Nigeria 
and Niger. According to U.S. Embassy officials, Brian has done 
an outstanding job in contributing to the development of 
privately owned broadcast services in these countries. In 
addition to his expert knowledge, his personal attributes make 
him a respected "good-will" ambassador. (See attached material.) 
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Brian is highly regarded as a hard worker, fair and just in 
dealing with his colleagues and the public, and as an individual 
with the highest integrity. He is a sought after speaker for 
industry conventions and other functions. He has done a 
superior job representing the FCC on a variety of topics from 
satellites to submarine cables, from rural services to spectrum 
demands of urban areas and much more. 

On his own time and over the years, Brian has volunteered to 
assist emigrant Asian families in Northern Virginia, the visually 
impaired, and the homeless. He has served as Chair of the 
professional Advisory Board, for Michigan State University's 
Department of Telecommunication. He volunteers his time to local 
church and civic organizations. 

From the standpoint of communications expertise, longtime 
exemplary performance, statesmanship and character, Dr. Brian 
Fontes is a superior candidate and deserving recipient of the 
Gold Medal Award. 
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£.0. 12lSG: HIA 
SUBJECT: R~~ORT ON CO~I1UNICol.TIONS SPEAKER rONT!S 

\, SU""A~': 'tc S'EiKE~ e~IAN FONTtS FouNa A VERY 
RECEPTIV( ~Ng !iOH AUgl,NC[ IN NiGERIA, "IS IN'O~NEO, 
(I\SY-GOIHG HA~HER \lori HI" IND HE u.~. A HCS~ OF FRI!NOS 
AND HELPEJ S[T THf STAGE FOR THf NO'-TOO-O;ST4N! 
PRIV~Tlt.,IOH OF THI '~tCTRONle M!OIA IN ~ICit~IA. ENg 
SUr.l\ARY. 

'ONT!$ BEGAN ~IS PROCi~AM IN LA-'O~ ~ITH ~~ INrORHAL 
~H!. AT THE PAO'i ~!$IDENCE . rOLLowlNG A ReSTFUL 

i1EIIORIAL OAr WH~.!NO nolT I"Cl'JbE~ AN iHUSSY S[AC~ 

'ARTY, FONTES THWHLEO IY ~O't TO IUOAN \lljE~E HIS 
~.OQR." '[GAIl W f TH A SE.S I ON AT THE V~ I v,~s I TV Of 
IIAOAN, SINCE T~t U~IVtU1T',R[HAI~S CLI)S£O. HE SPOK[ TO 
'lel/lTY Mi~nRS ON ·T~E ~I.~~RY AHD OEVHOPIltNT 0' I~E 
F.C,C,· IN .cOITICN TO A K;STO~ICAL PiRS,[C1IVE, FgHru 
Aog_tS$rO THE PU8~IC'S IN'~T INTO FCC ~~oeEOUR' ANO TKE 
Olvt~SITY OF OPIKION H!ARD ON TME AIR IN THi U.S. 

3 . AT TH! HOE RolL RAD I 0 CCR~CUT! ON OF ~ I GU IA !FRtNI 
F OIlTU ADO.USED AN AUD I !Ne! OF 1I0llt T~.u 3', I /lel UO IKG 
TH! ~ANAGING OIRECTOR, THE NE.., C IR~eTOR, THE PRDGUII 
DIRECTOR, THt HeaD OF EHQI'IURIHG, eN-AIR P(RSONALITIES 
ANO OTM!' STAFF "[!lURI. SINCE THE MAH4GINO DIRECTOR uS 
.!£~ NAMED 'v TM[ 'Ov!~N"ENT TO M[lP OESIQK AN FCC-T~PE 
BOOY FOR "IB!RIA, "ANY OF THe QUESTIONS ANO COMMENTS 
RtH!Ct!D T~AT I NllUST, OTHER ~UEn I D~S eOlfeERN'O TH! 
~OLf OF AOV(ATISIH4 IN THE U.S. H!DIA, lICEHSIN; 
PACK:JDURts, '~EQUENCY AL~DtATION, THE CO"~OSl T ION OF 1"& 
FCC, AHO ~y THE U,s. COHcrNTR.TES ON A",'M INSTEAD D' 
SHOnl/~vt, AFTER HIS L!eTUR£, .Dlms liAS IKTERVI(\It~ fOR 
a HAI.F ·MOU. IIUKL Y SHOll, "FOW\IH" . . 

4. ON TKE SECOND OAY 0' HIS VISIT TO TH! ISAOAN ARt A, 
JONTU TRAVELLED TO U!OKJTA, ~m1AL (W DGU~ STAU. HE 
/lET IIITM MAt 'HAN 28 SHFr "!~tUS OF OGTV, 'INellfOINO 
TNRi( OI~UTV HANAGER$ ANO S!NICa MANAGlMtHT. 'HE 
AUglt~Ct WANTED TO ~NOW I~ 1HE FCC CO~TqOLL!O THE 
CONTiNT O~ 'Ra~Ui'!S, WETM£R TN! , I. C HANOAT, covUS VOA, 
AIIO ~A1 ALLEGIANCE FCC ~O~"IS$!ONER$'HAVt '0 T~E 

. GOYIRHHtHT THAT APPOIHTS ·~E". LAiER, AT OOUN STATt 
'OAOel$TI~O COR'OR~rIOK, fONTE$ HAD TM! OPPORTUNITY TO 
ISIT AN FM A"O AN AM RAOIO ST~110N . HE ~T WITH 13 

11£ 1'111 RS D' THE I R $1~. F TOO I SCU$~ L. HE FCC. . 

$, ALTHOUGH TH! CONFERENCE a~ TM! ~!DiA ~NO ~I~OCRACY 
T~AT MAD 8W. Se~eOIiL EO ~o~ K4:U'la .. AS ;A~~nL!O C~t 70 
CIVIL 'JN~ES1, FOflTeS TUV!LLEO NORTH 'tiyv.:.~ A:ID 
COMPLETED A S~C~iSSFU: ~RCOK~~, HE ~Il ~lfH T~E C~I[f 

OR~AHlt!~ OF TWi C~NC£ll!D CONFER[Nt! AT A 
~('~£S!NTA'IONAL L~NC~ MOlTED iV THE S?AO, ~~ER[ THEY 
OISCUSSED THE POSS:81LITIES A~O P"08LEMS Of '~IVATllINQ 
ELECTRO~IC ~eOi~ :~ A J£~~LC~INC OE~OCR~cr. rONI£S ~EFT 
tfAT£RI~LS 8!H1~!l FOR THe CCN~'EREHCi, 

&. tO~TES ALSO ~iT ~IT~ iHE EDITORI~l STAFF OF T~f N!W 
HIGe~IAH HE~S~AP!~S, A GOV1RNr.~NT OIo'~ED CHAIN THAT 
PU8llSHiS THt ~OST :N~lUENTlil PAPERS IN ~ORT~!~H 

~IGIRIA. TH~ BOA~O ~AS IN7ERESTEO I~ (X',O~IN~ HO~ FRCt 
TH~ AI1HICAN ME~li TRULY A~E, Alia liHY TXEY 00 HOT 
CRITICllt TM! ~OVERNHENT ~o~t. ~O~TES OIFFER!~TIA1EO 
I£TIIt!N .TRAIGHT;OR~ARO REPORTING 0< EV!NTS ~~o 

ANALYSiS, IIIIleH 1$ OFH~ C~ITICAL. EXCERPTS OF HIS 
IHTjRVIEIi IIUE P';BL I~HEO iN TH JU~I I (OITIO~ OF THI 
"fll NIOERIAH, 

7. IN AN EXTWIElY SUCcfssn'L lECTURi ~o ove_ l~i 
AP'R[CIATIVE STUOiNTS AHD FACULTY AT T~! HASS 
CO""UNleATICM. Ot'A"T"~H! ~T r.AOUHA POlYTE:~HIC, FO~T!$ 
OUTLI~EO T~E HIS'O~Y A~~ f~NcrIONS 0' THE FCC I~ TN! 
U.S, Hi R[FUS!O 10 M~H£ AN' S~~eIF!C SVQGiS"~NS =" HO~ 
HIGtRIA SHO'JlO ~cGVI~H 113 ~EDIA, iHROIII~Ci IHE 
~!SPONSIBILITV lACK TO r~E $TUO(NTS, S~'ING T~£v v£~t 

THE rUTUR( C' T~t HiGW~N ~fO!c A~: H~~ TO O!C ;O! THE 
nST PAT~ FO~ T~£IISH\U. ~ME USU~~,y CYNICaL 3T~C'NTS 

TOOf( TM IS TO ~!A~t A~~ IIER( liON OW! BV HIS A"~C4CH, 

•. _tTuRNING TO LAGOS, 'OHTES "iT WIT~ !rBASSV ECO~OF', 
AND 0 I SCUSUO 1HE eU~~[HT "NO 'uH'~E STATUS ~ ~: 3!~ I A'. 
tT 
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R 331242% JUN 12 
FM AM'M~ASSY LAGOS 
TO RUE~IA/U$IA WAS~OC e383 
tN~O ~UEHNM/AMEM8ASSY NIAMEY 434' 
aT 
UNC~AS S~CT!ON 02 O~ 02 LAGOS 38547 

USIA 

FOR P/OP-K£M~, II~ 

E, O. 12356: N/A 
SUIi!J!CT: ,It!~O'-T ON COMMUNICATIONS SID!AK!II'I ~ONTe:S 

COMMUNICATIONS N~TwO~KS. THIS MiETING WAS FO~~OWiO ~Y A 
LECTURE FCR 2~ OF ~AGCS' MaS" ,"ROMINENT ~EDIA 
~~O~ESS!ONALS. INC~UOING R~~,It!S!N"ATIVES OF ~HE NATIONAL 
'T'I!L!!:VISION AUl'HORITY. T~r II'I!!:Oe:~Al ,ltAOIO CO~pO~ATION. 
RI\OI'O NIGe:~tA. VOlei OF NlQI!:~!I\. ~i\OIO LAGOS. 'T'HI! '.AASS 
COMMUNICATIONS OEpARTM;NT AT TH! UNlv!~S:TY O~ LAGOS. 
ANO MOS1 O~ THE LEAOING OAllY Ne:WS'AP!~S AND wEEKLY NEWS 
MAGAlI N~ S. 

9. FONT;S •• GAN SY !M"H.6.SIZ!NG T~AT HI!: WAS NOT AN e:x,,!~,. 
ON NIGERIAN COMMUN!C~TI0NS. BUT ON T~I AMIRICAN SYSTEM 
~Nb "~~T!CUlARLY ~~i ~CC. HI! SUCCINCTLY DESCRI8ED T~E 
OFIGANIZATION O~ THE MEOlA IN THI! U. S .. THE H:STORY OF 
THi FCC. AND ITS eASIC FUNCTION. HI!: W!NT ON TO t\OO~!SS 
MORE GENEFIAL ISSU!S O~ THE U. S. MiCIA SCINIr, INCLUDING 
II'OLtTIC.6.L AOVIi~iISlNG. THE ~AIRNEiSS COCT~INE. OiSCiNlT':', 
MI!:Ot~ OWN!RSHIp. iiC. HIS L!C'T'URE GENERATED MORE Tf-IAN AN 
1-40UR 0,. P.O!ING QUESTIONS ANO COMM!NTARY . WI-lIC!-I FONTES 
I-4ANOLI!O AOROlTL". HE WAS INTI!!:~VI~W~O ey ~AO:O NtG!R!A AT 
THE CONCLUSION O~ HIS PROGRAM. Hl! LI!!:CTURe: a~Ne:RAT!O A 
LA~G!. POSITIVi ARTtCl! IN THE INF~UINTIA~ GUARCIAN 
N!WS"A'!~ ON JUNE 1 . 

, 
HI'. SRIAN ~ON't!S IS A PO~ISM.C, KNOWL!OG!A!JL!, 
PERSONA;~i SPEAKI~ WHO WAS A p~iASURE TO WORK WITH. ~IS 
"~OGRAM CAMi AT AN !XT,It!MELV OP~ORTUNE TIM&: FOR NIGIRIA, 
AS IT IS POISED TO PRIVATIZE ITS E~iCTRONIC MICIA. 
"ONTI!S' VISIT WI~L Mill" ~AY A MORE SECuRE FOUN:)A';ION FOR 
THAT T~ANSITION. POST HIGHLY ,ltECOMMENOS ;CNTES AND ~OOKS 
,.ORWI\1II0 TO HIS RETuRN. OUIII THANKS TO 1"/0 FOR ANOTHER 
IXCILL!NT ~,ltOQ RAM 

11. FONTES WAS tN LAGOS FOR SIX CAYS AT TH!' GueST 
OUA~TER5 ONi CAY IN ISAOAN AND TWO OAYS IN KAOUNA. 
TOTAL "~R 01 EM EQUAl. S eOLS 181. IN ADOI T ION. HE SHOULD 
EiJ~ RilMIliURSe:O OOLS 32 FOR A KAOUNA/LAQOS AI" TICKET. AS 
A usa EMPLOYEi WI ASSUM! HE COiS NOT RICI~VI 
~ONOIIIAJIII UM. 0'. SRI EN 
8T 
IIS!47 
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R~ RU!HIA 
O! RUEHHH '~'~4/g1 1511623 
.lHR UUVliU ZIH 
R 11 15HZ JU~ n 
FM AM£HaASSV NIAMtv 
TO RUiHIA/USI& WASHoe &3G8 
IN~O ~U!HO~/'MEHaaSSY lAOOS ja~5 
aT 
InIC~ AS S!CT ION III 0' '2 H I AMi' f~"14 

U$IA 

AG!nCY ,o~ ~/or {KREUTURI; I!~FC A' (QUEEN) 
lAGOS FOR PAO 

f . O. lU56 : ~/A 
SUIJ'CT: !VALUATION 0' VISIT IV U. $. sprAKER eRiAN FONTES 

$UMl1A~~! ~IGtRI!NS I,UE GIV,N ~~AcrICAL lES:ONS ON ~~!SS 

rRHPo~s IIAKI~(j II!tK-lONG ~C~T[~ Vl~!T A ~!SO~~O i ~G 

SUCCUS. A!1U$ZP.DOR. APAO, AND esc o,r : C'~lS ~Si\l CN~Y 

SU~!~lATIV£S IN OESCRI"~(j HIS 1I0~~ \(Ir~ l'~E ~UP[RIOR 

COUHCll 0, COIIMWNICATION (eSC) QHO HIS PR(SiNT4TION AT 
THE HAT I ONAl J CUqrlAU $1'1 SC~O~l (l F T I C). ;ONTH liAS 
QfFINITfLY THE ~)GKT "AN, AT TMt ~I~WT 'L4Ct, AT THE 
~IGHT TI"!. HI$ EXP'RTI3t ON T~~ rcc ANn HI$ T,OROUGH 
UNOtR~TANDING OF ,AWS AND ~!QULATIO~; =ONC[~NI~G ~R~~$ 

>R[[DO~ GR!ATlY AOV~NCED POST'S GOALS OK O!MQCRACY AND 
'~!!DOI1 OF THE P~ES$. IND SUrmA~Y. 

I. ~j\O HAO !ARH Y $Ti'PEO oFt t"t TUI'I&C i/l(EN SHI 
STARTED H[lR'N~ PRAIS! 'O~ THE FINE JOJ BRIAN 'ONtE$ HAD 
tURN!O IN DU~IHe HIS MAY Zi • JUNE 1 VISIT TO HIQ[R. 
A'T!R REAnlHG A REPORT ON HIS ACCOI1PlISM"EHTS. PAO A,.!ts 
THAT Sij~H PRll$( IS ~A~RANT!D. HE Dig A PRaolQIOUS 
AI1QUNl or utCfU!IIT IIOI!KI ~NDAY. JUNI I, STAAT ED III TH 
aRlfJINGS B¥ TKE ECONOMICS OFFICIA, tHt AellNQ PAO. AND 
THE AM1ASSA~~. H& SP'£NT THt AUT Of THE DAY AT TNI 
SUPiRIOR COU'ICIL c' eOrmUHICQTlON <eSCl \/HER! WitH lHE 
ASSISTANC! or IKT!RPRETER SALIFOU aOUKA.V Ht ~ECEIVED 

BACKGROUND INFOR~ATIQ~ ON TH! esc AND RECIPROCAT(O WITH 
AN OVERYI,W OF THr ~ce, ITS ~ELATION TO CONQAISS AND TO 
THE PR'$I~'~T. tHt DI$CUSSION Focussro on P~tY[NTIHG 

. ~O'.ITI CAL CONTROL Of pqOQR~P1 COlmNT ANI! (2) "EANS OF 
GIVING ~OLITICAL CANDIDATES A~CISS TO THE ~£DI~. 

lATtR 1M TM! AFTERNOON "E "ET WltM ~. ANDRE ZODI, DIP'UTY 
StCJt!TARY GENERA:. FOR CO""UHICAflO", I1IMISTRY OF 
COHl1UHICATION, AIID 'RESIDENT 0' THE NIQERIIN U$OCIATIOH 
Of JOURMA~ IItS. 

2. THE ENT I R( DAY ON 1'UtS~AY, JUNE 1, liAS 'P'IMT I II 
DI$CU1SI0N WITH SIX H!HIERS Of THE C~C. THE SESSIONS 
~AST[O '.011 ! : fO •• I!. TO 6:38 ,.". ~ND WERE VIDEOTAPED. 
TO~ICS \/ERE WIDE-RANGIIIO AND DISCUSSION INCLUDED T", 
"RAC~ I Co1l AtPECTS OF SETTI NO UP POL IT. I ell DEBATES AND 
'OItIllJLATIOH OF ROLES FOIt 'OL ItlCAL ADVERTISIHQ. TN, 
AFT£RHOOK WAS SP'iNT ~'VI'WI~G tME ~SC'S PROPQStO 
~ECOMHENOATI OtiS 011 ~Ul f~ GOV!RN I NQ COM~EP.C III 
AOVIRTIS!~.!!frs 1!!iC0I1~AS$IHG MA~Y OF TNt U. S. RULES). 
TMI """ ISW! waS · T~UTM IN PDVE'RTISltlG" AND r~& 
I~ORrANe~ OF THE RULES iN ($T~ILISHING THE GR,D I "~ ! TY 
0' BROADCAHS. THER[ \i~S ALSO", lON1 ~ISC\lU ' Ot' ON R~L!S 

OONC~~NI!IO Pr.~SO~lL nTACK AIIO ~13~T 0' ~£~PON·a. 

3. ON ;{tDNtS~QY, Ju~! 3, m 'YES :.IP.S T~HN p.y THE esc 

~~tSOltWT TO VISIT NIGER'S 'RI~ARY SAf~LLITE EA~TH 
STATION -- a~CO~ING THE FI~S! An!~ICAN TO VISIT TH, SITE 
IIllICH IS OFF·LI~ITS TO MOST FOWG~ER:; ANO i'iill 

S17m ICAiiJ 

WiG£Rlr~s. ~t ilAS II1P.ESSED BY 81H~ TU Sir! AND HE 
STAFF. LAT!R AT THE COUNTRy TEA~ ~tfTIN~ AT T~E E~BA$SY 
H! DISCC$SEC HIS VISIT TO ~IGtR AN~ T~! RetE OF A'q!CAN 
COUNTRI£S IN SUPPORTING U. S. PRo~O$~L$ AT THE RECE~T WARe 
h!!TING IN SPAIN; FONTiS S~!~T THE 'FTERNOON AT 
THE-SAHel \/IiERE HE Arl~ TH~ O'IR!CTOA OF TELEVISION 
DISCU$SE~ POLITICAL ~EilS P-OQ~A~S AND T~E SC~iPU~:~~ 0' 
POLITICA~ Or,ATIS. 

4. ON THUUOAY, JUNE 4, III TH( COM~AHY Of THE 
~HBASSADO~, FOHTls ~Ald Q CO~~TESY CALL Q~ T., ~IN!STtR 
OF COr.~UNICATIO~ ~H!~E THEy OISCU~.iO TM~ RC,! e, THE 
F*!! ~\!SS IN ~ CE~OCRACY. T.E ~I~HLIGHT OF T~U~$QAY, 
AND PERHAPS OF ;H( VISIT, liAS 4 T~REE-HO~R PR",IITolT1CN 
ON • A FREE FR~SS" IN A DEHO~RACv AT T"! NATIONAL SCHOOL 
0' JOURNAL ISM (lFTICI. IN AO~iTIO~ TO ABOUT H S·UDtNTS, 
ALSO (IN HAND W(RI ANDR! tOOl II1IN. OF CO~I1UHICATIONI, THE 
DIRiCTORS OF RAOIO AKD TELEVI$IO~, AN~ S~VfRAL 

JOU~NalIST~. IN ESStNC., FC~T!S ROL! PLA'~D A PR~:S 
CONFEAENCE WITH $TU~!'TS WHICH KICKEO OFF A LIV[LY 
OI~CU$SIO~. COUe~AGE OF TH~ PRIStNTAilOK WAS CA~~:ED ON 
TM! NATIONAL TV ANO ~AOiO Nt·~S SROIlOCASTS O~ rRIC~Y 
EVENING. IN TM[ AFTt~NOOK ~E liAS INTER'Ilillt~ BY "L! 

P(I'IOCRAH" Ntll!~4~ER, ~ i ~ER ' S N(II(Sr I Not~!NO!NT 
H!IIS~AP!~. THE iNTERVIEW A"!B~fD IN TH£ JUNE 8 ISSUI. 

S, ON FR I \lAY, I N \/HAT WAS A SI GN OF iHi £STH'" ! t~ IIH I eM 
THE CSC MUD ~ONTt$, HE liAS ASKEO TO ~R[~AR! A O~APT OF 
SUGG!SHO ~U:'ES GOVERN I NO P[RSO~.o\L ATT ACK, ~Oll T: C.l\~ 
IT 
"srlt 

"""" .~ ....... , ..... 
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RR RUEHIA 
O~ ~U~HNM .S334/~2 t6gte2~ 

ZNR UUUiJU ,Z;H 
R 111621Z JI"IN 92 
"M AM!MSASSY NIAMEY 
TO ~U!HIA/USIA WASHOC 5361 
IN~O RUi~OS/AM~MeASSY L~GOS 3&!! 
eT 
VNC~A$ SiCTION ~a o~ ~~ NtAM~Y ZSZ34 

USIA 

AG~NCY' "Ollt ""/0"" O<."'EUTZER); INFO AF (QUEEN) 
~AGO$ FO~ ~AO 

E.O, 12355:N/A 
SuI!SJ~C'T': ~VALUI\T10N 0" VISIT 8Y IJ. S. SPEAKER BRIAN FONTES 

EOITOR!ALS AND THE BROAOCAST IY CANCIOAT.S FOR PU.~IC 
O""IC~. H~ CONTtNUEO THIS TASK AFT5R A ~UNCH WITH esc 
MIM.IRS AT LA 1I1I!:S!IItV! litE STAVlltI\NT , ON SATURDAY. FONTES 
WA$ ' HONCRKO ~U~ST AT TH~ · PAO .!SIO!NC! HOST!O !Y A"'AO ANO 
PAO' S HUSBAND . 

e. ALL TOLO. !IIt1AN FONTES WAS AN iXC51.",IiNT U. S. SPIAKIR 
INTIlLLtG!NT, HMiIOwO~>(!NG. IMAGINATIVE, AND FI..!iXIS~I. 

THE esc. w"IC~ ioIASl e!~N OV!JltWH!LMED BY ITS 
~!SPONSA9ILITI;S ANO ~RO~rNG TO O!~!N! 1T9 ~OL~ IS 
INOE!TEO TO FONTiS ~QR ~IS ~~!AR ANO COG!N1 AOV1C~ ANO 
HIS CONC~!T! ASSISTANCE :N CRAFTING VARIOUS RU~ES. ~OST 
IS ALSO INO!8T!O TO FONTES FOR SO $UeCISSFU~~Y Ae~IEvING 
POST'S oeJ!CTIV!5 ON ~RESS FREEDOMS . 
ANYASO 
lilT 
·5~J'" 

II.,,,,,, """ .... r-"" 

II/le27Z 
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Dr. Brian F. Fontes, 
Special Adviser 

Cape Town 

Office of Commissione r James H. Quello 
Federal Communication s Commission 
Washington, DC 20554 

Dear Brian: 

March 5, 1991 

I am writing to say tha nk you personally for the outstandi ng 
service you performed o n behalf of the united States during your 
two weeks of consultati ons in South Africa. 

As you know, the South African Government has been reviewing the 
status of broadcasting here with an eye toward fundamental 
reforms that will help guarantee free speech to all its citizens 
in the future. In your intensive meetings all across this 
country with government officials, independent broadcasters, 
reporters, academics and opposition figures, you were able to 
substantially elevate the nature of the debate about South 
Africa's electronic media future simply by explaining the 
principles and logic which govern the FCC's work. Although it 
is too early to know how South Africans will address this issue, 
I can say with confidence that you have made a substantive and 
positive policy impact. 

On behalf of all of us in the Embassy, please accept my thanks 
for your visit -- and for the superb job you did. I hope you 
will be able to come again. 

cc: The Honorable James H. Quello 
Federal Communications Commission 

Sincerely, 

William Lacy Swing 
Ambassador 


