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As if this were not enough, I find incredulous press reports 
that Commission employees contacted Fox officials and "requested" 
that Fox withdraw an advertisement planned for the Washingt on 
Post and the �W�a�s�h�~�n�g�t�o�n� Times. A federal agency's admonition to 
a party with a case pending before that agency to refrain from 
exercising its First Amendment rights can hardly be deemed a 
"request." I question whether the Commission has engaged in a 
serious abuse of power. 

Moreover, and equally troubling, according to press reports, 
the Commission is asserting attorney-client privilege to prevent 
former FCC officials involved in the 1985 Fox license application 
from cooperating with Fox in bringing forth the facts of the 
original decision. I understand that at least one former FCC 
official was even threatened with a bar association complaint if 
he were to sign a statement on behalf of Fox. What possible 
legitimate purpose could be served by preventing such statements? 
Is the Commission engaged in an honest, objective search for the 
truth or serving as judge and prosecutor. More anomalies are 
being brought to light seemingly every day. 

As you are well aware, I have previously indicated a strong 
desire for the Commerce Committee and the Senate to act early 
next year to revise our current foreign ownership laws on a 
reciprocal basis as part of a new telecommunications reform bill. 
Our current foreign ownership law and rules are in many cases 
more stringent than our trading partners so that American 
companies are limited in competing more vigorously and 
successfully in the global information economy. While the Fox 
matter raises the foreign ownership issue, the review I plan on 
foreign ownership policy is unrelated to Fox. The Fox license, 
after all, was approved by the Commission under existing law. 

Based on recent pronouncements by some in the House Democrat 
leadership, I believe there is an effort to politicize this issue 
and to tie it to wholly unrelated issues. I trust that the FCC 
has played no role in the development of scurrilous accusations 
which have absolutely nothing to do with the current Fox 
proceeding. It appears, on the surface, that there was an 
orchestrated, partisan campaign that had nothing to do with the 
real issue facing u.S. businesses competing overseas who are 
facing barriers because of our outdated foreign ownership 
restrictions. Let's face facts. The recently-approved GATT 
agreement will require us to repeal or reform the existing 
foreign ownership provisions of the Communications Act. I want 
your assurances that the FCC had no such conversations or 
contacts with the White House or the Democrat leadership in the 
House or the Senate. 
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I continue to be concerned that if Americans are to fully 
benefit from the tremendous opportunities of the new information 
economy, we must pursue a principled policy approach which 
permits all telecommunications and media players to compete 
vigorously in the marketplace. I will not stand by and allow, as 
we have seen many times before, competitors "gaming" the 
political process in Washington to win from the Beltway 
bureaucrats what they cannot win in the market. 

The Fox case has been pending before the Commission for well 
over a year already. The Commission's delay in making a decision 
may well itself be determinative in promoting or hampering 
competition. 

In conclusion, I want to reiterate that my comments do not 
and will not address the merits of the restricted proceeding 
before the Commission. What I am stressing to you, Mr. Chairman, 
is that the Commission has a duty to act openly, fairly and 
expeditiously in rendering a decision in this matter. 

I look forward to your prompt reply. 

LP/dwm 
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